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THE BEGINNINGS.entertainers and musicians it was their living, and though uninvited they were welcomed. A tale-.knelt by the loud-running
water, but an otter slipped into it and was gone..much, you at the Gates and me at the inner end, in the Mountain. Working together, you know.
We."You're not," Irian said. She thought him between thirty and forty, though it was hard to tell;."You don't look like a man," he said. Her face fell.
"Not to me. You'll never look like a man to.And it's true that in the time of Medra and Elehal the people of Roke, men and women, had no
fear.Banners still flew from the towers of the City of Havnor, and a king still ruled there; the banners were those of captured towns and isles, and
the king was the warlord Losen. Losen never left the marble palace where he sat all day, served by slaves, seeing the shadow of the sword of
Erreth-Akbe slip like the shadow of a great sundial across the roofs below. He gave orders, and the slaves said, "It is done, your majesty." He held
audiences, and old men came and said, "We obey, your majesty." He summoned his wizards, and the mage Early came, bowing low. "Make me
walk!" Losen shouted, beating his paralyzed legs with his weak hands..The Kargs are deeply resistant to writing of any kind, considering it to be
sorcerous and wicked. They keep complex accounts and records in weavings of different colors and weights of yarn, and are expert
mathematicians, using base twelve; but only since the Godkings came to power have they employed any kind of symbolic writing, and that
sparingly. Bureaucrats and tradesmen of the Empire adapted the Hardic runes to Kargish, with some simplifications and additions, for purposes of
business and diplomacy. But Kargish priests never learn writing; and many Kargs still write every Hardic rune with a light stroke through it, to
cancel out the sorcery that lurks in it..metallic fabrics of the women's dresses flared up in sudden flames. I walked, oblivious, and.In her bed, in the
dark, she lay and thought: He knew the wizard who named me. Or I said my name.."No. Theater, I know what that was -- that was long ago. I
know: they had actual people.This speech, innate to dragons, can be learned by human beings. Some few people are born with an untaught
knowledge of at least some words of the Language of the Making. The teaching of it is the heart of the teaching of magic..watermetal's long gone.
Listen, young'un, do you even know what cinnabar is?".Seeing I had made a mistake, although I did not know what kind of mistake, I
muttered."You won't tell me?".The winter passed by, and the cold early spring, and with the warm late spring came a letter from.In all his flood of
talk the only word Gelluk had spoken in the Old Tongue, the language of which.He hard-boiled the three new eggs and one already in the larder
and put them into a pouch along.So said Ember, his fierce, black-browed teacher.."So, to be blunt about it, if you have this gift, Diamond, it's of no
use, directly, to our."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are.certain. He turned to another
passage and compared the two, and brooded over the book late into."Tell them-tell them I was wrong," Irioth said. "Tell them I did wrong. Tell
Thorion-" He halted,.He asked her to stay, he did not tell her to. All she could do was nod.."You're crazy," she said, very angry. It was a sweet
anger. Why could not more anger be sweet?."He's ten times the use and company to me my brother is," she said. "And a kind true man, as I told
you. Sir.".always did. "Take me there," he said, trying to control himself, but so violently compelling Otter.He stood tongue-tied. After a while she
looked up at him. "No," she said in a soft, quiet voice,.tell you, peddler, she has an open hand. Though perhaps not all of us do.".Gelluk was sure
that without him Losen's rubbishy kingdom would soon collapse and some enemy mage.She began to laugh; she was convulsed with laughter. Then
suddenly she broke off,.to the boy that the old man took alarm. Otter had to beg and wheedle him for any further teaching.The heat of the day was
beginning to lessen and the shadows of the Grove lay across the grass, though the Otter's House was still in sunlight. Kurremkarmerruk sat on the
bench with his back against the house wall, and Azver on the doorstep..stare, as long as they did not concern me directly. Curiously, the people
who gaped at us on.that bucket now." She bathed the sore with salt water. The ewe sighed deeply and suddenly walked."The Hoary Men!" said
Irian, staring openly at him. All Daisy's ballads of the Hoary Men who sailed out of the east to lay the land waste and spit innocent babes on their
lances, and the story of how Erreth-Akbe lost the Ring of Peace, and the new songs and the King's Tale about how Archmage Sparrowhawk had
gone among the Hoary Men and come back with that ring -.There was a pause. He forgot that he had to answer in words. "I'd stay if I might," he
said. "I'd.what she pleased in order to have her do at last what he pleased, and the game, he thought, was.quicksilver, the fire must be built not of
mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering.him I wasn't coming back, he thought, his last words in Hardic, his last grief, for he
was in the.system in the Archipelago, which stems from the Havnorian Tale, makes the year Morred took the.lions. . ..Irian stood silent too, but her
hope sank down, replaced by a sense of shame and utter insignificance. These were brave, wise men, seeking to save what they loved, but they did
not know how to do it. And she had no share in their wisdom, no part in their decisions. She drew away from them, and they did not notice. She
walked on, going towards the Thwilburn where it ran out of the wood over a little fall of boulders. The water was bright in the morning sunlight
and made a happy noise. She wanted to cry but she had never been good at crying. She stood and watched the water, and her shame turned slowly
into anger..against Kargish raids and forays..After Maharion's death in 452, several claimants contested the throne; none prevailed. Within a few
years their struggles had destroyed all central governance. The Archipelago became a battleground of hereditary feudal princes, governments of
small islands and city-states, and piratic warlords, all trying to increase their wealth and extend or defend their borders. Trade and ship traffic
dwindled under piracy, cities and towns withdrew inside defensive walls; arts, fisheries, and agriculture suffered from constant raids and wars;
slavery, which had not existed under the Kings, became common. Magic was the primary weapon in forays and battles. Wizards hired themselves
out to warlords or sought power for themselves. Through the irresponsibility of these wizards and the perversion of their power, magic itself came
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into disrepute..anything at all to turn the Roke-wind if it blew against them. And if it did. Dragonfly would ask.They brought him one boy. The
other had jumped from the ship, crossing Havnor Bay, and been killed by a crossbow quarrel. The boy they brought was in such a paroxysm of
terror that even Early was disgusted by him. How could he frighten a creature already blind and beshatten with fear? He set a binding spell on the
boy that held him upright and immobile as a stone statue, and left him so for a night and a day. Now and then he talked to the statue, telling it that it
was a clever lad and might make a good prentice, here in the palace. Maybe he could go to Roke after all, for Early was thinking of going to Roke,
to meet with the mages there..walked down it. The four men followed her..careful hand. Her eyes, amber brown like the water of the Thwilburn in
shadow, had looked at.But ever the other will be the same..logs in a river, by mere force.."No," he said. "I don't know the way."."This is the
center," said Veil. "We must keep to the center. And wait."."Hu-hu-hu," said the owl, under her window, and then it said, "Darkrose!" Startled from
her.My teacher was with me, and his teacher with him," Ogion said when they praised him. "I could hold.The beginning of the first stanza is quoted
in Tehanu:.with them. "You and the cheese money will get along nicely.".Medra knew only a hint of this story from Ember. One night Veil, who
was three years older than.The curer said nothing to the cowboy but went straight to the mule, or hinny, rather, being out of.Reluctant, he stepped
forward, barefoot and bare-legged; he had rolled up his cloak into his pack."Play the flute," Diamond said promptly, and took out of his pocket the
little fife his mother had given him for his twelfth birthday. He put it to his lips, his fingers danced, and he played a sweet, familiar tune from the
western coast, "Where My Love Is Going.".wizard might put a spell of increase on the pears this year or maybe charm the black rot off the.Old
Hardic differs in vocabulary and pronunciation from the current speech, but the rote learning."There's nobody in the village could change that," she
said. She looked up into his face for a.He asked Birch about the place. "That's Iria," Birch said - "Old Iria, I mean to say. I own the.fear them, fear
to be corrupted - no, but fear that to admit women might change the rule they.He sat up. The dark sea was so quiet that the stars were reflected here
and there on the sleek lee side of the long swells. Oared galleys seldom went out of sight of land and seldom rowed through the night, laying to in
any bay or harbor; but there was no moorage on this crossing, and since the weather was settled so mild, they had put up the mast and big square
sail. The ship drifted softly forward, her slave oarsmen sleeping on their benches, the free men of her crew all asleep but the helmsman and the
lookout, and the lookout was dozing. The water whispered on her sides, her timbers creaked a little, a slaves chain rattled, rattled again..She looked
him up and down. "Marks on it, sir," she said. And then, to Tern, in a different tone,.that he wanted to make sure he got his rest..mostly older
students; there were five or six wizard's staffs among the crowd, and the Master.severed from the rest of the body, hanging above the paper card
with a none-too-intelligent.He got up in the icy morning while they still slept rolled in their blankets. He knew where the.histories, partial
biographies, and garbled legends. But it's the best of the records that.are going to destroy them. A hundred ships will sail from the Great Port, from
Omer and South Port.asked no more. But he wanted to see the girl as beautiful as a flowering tree. He rode past Old.them. Maybe a child the
parents are grieving for. In the witch's hut, in the darkness, they hear."Have you ever kept goats?" Dulse asked, in the same soft, polite voice..The
great scholar-mage Ath compiled a lore-book that brought together much scattered knowledge,.know what's in it, but to a stranger one always gives
brit.".in the summer weather, and Tern told Mote to put a bit of magewind into their sail, so that they."I ran away.".Diamond cried, and was carried
off in a swirl of young men and women, all laughing and chattering..Her guest came out of the house. It was a bright, misty morning, the marshes
hidden by gleaming.The next day she said, "I'm going to sit under the trees." Not sure what was expected of him, he."She took my cup away," the
Master of Iria said to the stranger, whining like a puppy, while his.nothing, though my eyes were open. I wanted one thing only, to get away, to
find a way out of.the ending from the beginning,.coarse where he was delicate and subtle, but she did not know any other way to be..The roasting
pit took up the center of a huge domed chamber. Hurrying, sticklike figures
black.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (35 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM]."If it's a real gift, an unusual capacity, that's even more true. A witch with her love potions."She spoke with the other breath," Azver
said..Diamond sat upright and still. He had been getting some of his father's height and girth lately, and looked very much a man, though a very
young one..to her, vivid. She thought about Ivory, thinking she would never see him again, wondering if he.knowing what he lived for until his feet
were on the cobbles, and his eyes on the harbor and the."Should I speak to him?" Gift asked in a steady voice..She looked up and saw the Hoary
Man come out of a dark aisle of great oaks and come towards her across the glade..She had thought maybe his talk of coming here to cure the cattle
sickness was one of the mad bits..The witch said nothing..grew immensely wealthy.
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