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There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and

quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and

insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety.

Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great

while..? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..113. The Angel of Death with the

Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El

Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came

to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still

denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er

Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and

bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a

presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of

greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and the troth, And

my gathering is eath, without impede..138. Hind Daughter of En Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor

dlix.Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long

while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.52. Ibrahim

ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.Destiny, Of, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came,

dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..Er Reshid considered her beauty and the goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and what not else

she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress of that which overcame him of delight, he descended from the

couch and sitting down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well, O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he

turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all that she

compriseth of goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth

other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit'

Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the face of the earth one who knew the craft of the lute like

myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'.? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, She shines in

a dress of the hue of pomegranate flower..N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the

Sailor, The, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.Then

she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou

lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel

arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein

thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah,

"that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is

not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he

will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get

thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth

before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.There was once a king named

Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the

goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons,

one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's

name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night

of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.To return to the queen

his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to

slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and

offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue

thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of

that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king and his

goods were put under seal..Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13.."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that I am a maiden

oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for
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thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not

on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of

charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods

of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme

Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he

marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233)

Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the

man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise.

Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii.

245..All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they

gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed

exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put

off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten

thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this

beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following

verses:.Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and

release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his

brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene,

who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and

to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart,

when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I

am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a

dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year

and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and

cast him into another calamity..When the youth had made an end of his story, the king's anger subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the

prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into his affair.".[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing

where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his

beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the

ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and

good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these

deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it

rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..In every rejoicing a boon (240) midst the singers and minstrels am

I, ii. 258.After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he

acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he

answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from

regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he

might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before

them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it

upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the

king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.Conclusion..? ? ? ? ? The priests from all

the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I

prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I

had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I

went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He

rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and

foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the

One, the Creator, the Maker!".She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her; wherefore his

breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by

permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw

eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud,
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extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father saw her on this

wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all

manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and all of them

desired to look upon her..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.Benou Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed,

this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with the

kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to the

Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What is

thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst

thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept

for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay

him out and carry him forth.".? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would

know;.? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..? ? ? ? ? a. The First

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless

wight..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..Merchant

and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife,

acquainted her with his case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven

hundred dirhems, and named to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had

broken; so she let the thief go his way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O

indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to

discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the

story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like a

doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her

maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh,

"this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the

coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of

the night was past..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en

mountains might totter and fail!.KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven

years and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth

unto kings and let make recitations and readings of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told

month, at the end of which time he sat down on the throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he

loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people

prayed for him and loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity

and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the

lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of

lives..So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.'

Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I

know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer

took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said,

'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems,

after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of

service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I

do with the like of this fellow?'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's

sight,.Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your

sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and

your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a

thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me

of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his

daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the

gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He
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hath given me of His bounties.'.Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss

of the loved one am I..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.? ? ? ? ?

Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..As for the king their

father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each

other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him

and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the

Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to

us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more

diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank

off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of

white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand

sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the

following verses:.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of

the night and the next day till the evening..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful,"

answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their

goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they

are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and

more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of munificence..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a

heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life

of my love without peer, iii. 21..As he was about to go away, the cook said to him, 'O youth, doubtless thou art a stranger?' And he answered, 'Yes.'

Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in one of the Traditions [of the Prophet that he said,] "Loyal admonition is [a part] of religion;" and the

understanding say, "Admonition is of the characteristics of the true believers." And indeed that which I have seen of thy fashions pleaseth me and I

would fain give thee a warning.' 'Speak out thy warning,' rejoined Selim, 'and may God strengthen thine affair!' Then said the cook, 'Know, O my

son, that in this our country, whenas a stranger entereth therein and eateth of flesh-meat and drinketh not old wine thereon, this is harmful unto him

and engendereth in him dangerous disorders. Wherefore, if thou have provided thee somewhat thereof, (71) [it is well;] but, if not, look thou

procure it, ere thou take the meat and carry it away.' 'May God requite thee with good!' rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou direct me where it is sold?' And

the cook said, 'With me is all that thou seekest thereof.' 'Is there a way for me to see it?' asked the young man; and the cook sprang up and said,

'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook showed him somewhat of wine; but he said, 'I desire better than this.' Whereupon he opened a door and

entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow me.'.? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And flout the time that languishing doth go..An if

ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..Then he stripped him of his clothes and clapping on his neck a heavy

chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this wise he abode the space of ten days. Then

his mother came to him and said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's doing." Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O my

mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness. So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon

death." So his mother went out to the superintendant and procured his release and he returned to his own house..The eunuch heard the smiting of

the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and

rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he

like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou

not make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them

bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O

Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith,

"Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.Behold, I am clad in a robe of

leaves green, ii. 242..Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings

of the Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains,

for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and

said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and

needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the

king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king

went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place..? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not this thy

troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..Then she changed the measure and improvised

the following:.? ? ? ? ? Far though you dwell, I'll ne'er your neighbourhood forget, O friends, whose lovers still for you are stupefied..Viziers, Story
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of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were

bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him,

"O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if

thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness

for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied

El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went

and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of

him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and

kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..Fair

patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that which

remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man,

put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O

woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow

them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then

they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the

village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village..When they had made an

end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment

and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of

torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the

folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon

the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and

the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the

other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him

and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..Officer's Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..The First Day..? ? ? ? ?

He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..Now

there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and

suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet

greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with

him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the

young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and

tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a

Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30..STORY OF THE PIOUS

WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..The woman who used to act as decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under

pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day

arrived, the woman presented herself and the other carried her into the house by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the

saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a

woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is

upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you,

neither coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy life.".As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it

and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas

and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till

they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a

vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass

description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had

smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of

kings and men of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii.

125..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray,

wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh,

sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain

from the fair, Nor to love Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I
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put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?'

and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from

their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is

a light matter to me and I put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice

thee! We will do with thee that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and

our lives, and we are his chief officers and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee,

for that the inclination of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.At this I trembled and

replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I

am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of

inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he

marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that

which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the

King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.'

And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his commandment.The folk took compassion on him and gave

him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told

them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and

hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King

Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them,

saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They

laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?'

Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O

youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a

brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik

Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming

of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and

Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she

had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to

meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were;

so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and

banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never

displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..The

prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of

the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent

against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and

went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I

looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days

afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..When

King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary

with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five

have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present;

wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy

commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated

themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other]

instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those

who (129) had caused us to rue.
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