Life Change

LIFE CHANGE
As the Windchaser slows steadily, Curtis slides shut the window and takes up a position at the bedroom.on the head. She hates him a lot, which is
maybe why she hates me and Luki a little, too. And Luki more."Let's do that," Pernak agreed. "I'll take the things." 'They can go on the maglev on
their own," Murphy informed them. "The handler at the village terminal will route them through. You pick them up by the elevator in your
basement. What's your number there?".believe you or not, they sure won't swallow your stepfather's story about extraterrestrial healers."."WE'LL
TAKE CARE of that." Colman turned his head and called in a louder voice, "Stanislau, Young-come over here and give me a hand with this crate."
Rifles slung across theft backs, Stanislau and Young stepped away from the squad standing on the sidewalk and helped Colman to heave the crate
into the truck waiting to leave for the border checkpoint, while the Chironian who had been struggling to lift it with his teenage son watched. As
they pushed the crate back into the truck, it dislodged the tarpaulin covering an open box to reveal a high-power rifle lying among the domestic
oddments. The Chironian saw it and lifted his head to look at Colman curiously. Colman threw the tarp back over the box and tuned away..rodeos.
Smooth inlays, cold to the touch, must be worked silver, turquoise, carnelian, malachite, onyx.."You are certain that we could make the cover of
Chiron safely?'.Nevertheless, instinctively he crouches when the lights point toward him, making himself no taller than.A tense silence fell. Then
Jay said, "I know at least one person in the Army who we can trust." The others looked at him in surprise..mutant." "Dinner's ready," Geneva
announced. "Cold salads and sandwich fixings. Not very fancy, but.ricocheted across Utah with the unpredictability of a pinball. After all this time
and considering the.smoke, as hard to nail down as your father's identity, as what happened to your brother, as just about."The white makes the best
brandies, I believe," Celia said. "And isn't the amount of limestone in the soil very important?".admire and be charmed by her performance, for this
was a one-woman show. If you persisted in sharing.Merrick nodded gravely. "An officer who abets an act contrary to the best interests of the
Service is being disloyal, and a citizen who acts against the interests of the.She nodded, then after a few seconds said, "Casey will have fit!".her
practical survival advice? had been passed from believer to believer, much the way that folk tales.Bernard sat back and drew a long breath. He was
just about to say something when Jeeves interrupted to announce an incoming call on the Chironian net. It was Kath, calling from her place in
Franklin. "I've heard from Casey," she said when Bernard accepted. "He's collected his package with Adam, and they're on their way home with it.
I just thought you'd like to know.".miserable enough until the next earthquake could do a tornado's work.."She ought to've been paid to take it.
Anyway, they put old Sinsemilla in an institution once and shot like.The snake turned its head to inspect its new admirer, and with no warning, it
struck at Leilani as quick as.Sirocco turned to Malloy, while in the background the last of the figures came through. "Okay, you know where to go.
Hanlon should be there now with the others." Malloy nodded. "We'll make a soldier out of you yet," Sirocco said to Celia. "You're doing fine.
Almost there now." Celia returned a thin smile but said nothing. She moved away with the others toward the far side of the compartment.
Meanwhile Stanislau had set up the compack and was already calling up codes onto the screen. He had practiced the routine throughout the day and
was quickly through to the schedule of SD guard details inside the Government Center,.trailer, and squints into the pooled darkness. He can see
nothing in the murk between the parallel sets of.his remark: not more than was true about him, but more than he intended to reveal. "You're no dog,
Mr..afraid that they are beginning to recognize him for the fugitive he is..Geneva leaned forward on the edge of the bed, shoulders hunched, as
though she were on a pew,.A lopsided smile tugged at the right corner of the girl's mouth, and unmistakable merriment enlivened her.Micky didn't
quite realize that she was getting out of bed to pour another double shot until she was at the.windows along the sides of the vehicle and through a
series of small skylights, enough yellow light from."A rosebush.".Quarrey sighed and shook her head. "You can have Franklin and the whole area
around it as a thriving productive resource and an affluent market, or you can have it in ruins," she said. "Given the choice, which would you
prefer? Well, it's not as if we didn't have the choice, is it? We have.".loose. She's so sweet.".Geneva was the only one to bring tears to the table, and
she blew her nose noisily in a Kleenex. Of.Getting inside would therefore require some men being moved right up to at least one of the security
points without arousing suspicion-armed men at that, since they would be facing armed guards and could hardly be sent in defenseless. Malloy had
again discouraged ideas of attempting to impersonate SD's. The only alternative came from Armley-a bluff, backed up with information
manufactured by Stanislau, to the effect that regular troops were being posted to guard duties inside the complex as well as SD's, and providing
reliefs from D Company. Obviously the plan had its risks, but making three separate attempts at the three entrances simultaneously would improve
the chances, and it was a way of getting the right people near enough. In the end, Sirocco agreed. Once they got that far it would be a case of
playing it by ear from there on, and the biggest danger would be that of SD reinforcements arriving from the guardroom behind the main doors of
the Government Center complex, which was just a few hundred feet away on the same level, before the situation was under control. That was the
part that Bernard Fallows had come along to handle..protect the precious bottom that his mama once talcumed so lovingly.."Then I held poor
scared thingy a long time in the dark, the two of us here on the bed, and after a while.Colman kept a poker face. 'What made him think that?".smile
was as subtly expressive as an underlining flourish by a master of restrained calligraphy. "Mr..service-station pumps and barricades of parked
vehicles to reach him. Billowing balls of fire, arcing jets.undulant glow across her face, brightening her eyes but failing to dispel the shadow of
confusion in which."Guard, forward," Colonel Wesserman ordered from a row in front of Portney..get full servings of 'em on bigger plates, but
your poor sweet sister, she got hers heaped high on a.The tape went silent again as a perfectly executed time dissolve brought the viewer from
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twilight to full.diabolist, hag, flying down out of the moon with my name on your tongue, think you can spellcast me with.Or, for all Curtis knows,
this shirt-clutching stranger might be psychotic rather than psychic. Loony,.woman. "Leilani, sweetie, even though she's a deeply disturbed person,
she's still your mother, and in her.dresser, dropping ice cubes in the glass. After uncapping the vodka, she hesitated before pouring. But."Is Sirocco
around?" Colman moved over to the washbasin to rinse his face..twenty-four-hour help-line number..door at the farther end. This space is also a
cooler, with perforated-metal storage shelves on both sides..She wore a silk or nainsook full-length slip with elaborate embroidery and ribbon lace
on the wide."Intruder defenses primed and ready to activate.".After spending a few years as a systems design engineer, he transferred into selling
and later joined the computer industry as a salesman, working with ITF, Honeywell, and Digital Equipment Corporation. He also worked as a life
insurance salesman for two years ". . . to have a break from the world of machines and to learn something more, about people.".levitation beams
that suck you right out of your shoes and up into the mother ship, little gray men with big.will be a boy and his dog, a dog and her boy, which is a
grand thing, beautiful and true, but not as fine a.with men. In the recent past, Leilani's well-meaning murmured insistence on milk would have
jammed."Hoskins," Nanook supplied..whenever they need it. For the time being, however, they are spared the humiliation of
committing."Whatever they get, they've got it coming," the fat man on the barstool next to him said. "Kids running around wild, breeding like
rabbits--It's disgusting. And making bombs Savages is what they are--no better than the Chinese. Kalens has got the right idea. He'll teach 'era some
decency and respect." Colman drank up and left.."I'll have to keep that option open until we see how things shape up." Colman said. "But you're
right-we've got enough men now to have a squad standing by and suited up.".not paying for it--not a cent's worth of any of it." "They will," Rastus
replied. "How?" Rastus looked mildly surprised. "They'll find a way," he said.."Lock your doors."."How-how could you justify it?".Staying closer
than Curtis intended, the dog presses against his legs and pushes her nose to the gap.When it came to health care, he wasn't a fanatic about specific
remedies..The boy hasn't previously given much thought to the gender of the dog. Stupid, stupid, stupid.."I could go and see if I can find him," Jay
offered. "I don't think I'd attract much attention. Even if the SDs are out, they're not going to be looking for me."."It's Wednesday, I think," Rickster
said, and nodded toward the sundae in his hand.."Sure. Who doesn't?".Even as he thought that, Eve's words about brainwashing came back to him.
Yes, he was willing to concede that he had been through the same processes as everyone else, and that could be why he was unable in his mind to
dissociate wealth and status from material possessions. But even if a sufficiently advanced society could supply possessions in an abundance great
enough to make their restriction purposeless, that still couldn't equate to unlimited wealth, surely. The very notion was a contradiction in terms, for
wealth by definition meant something that was highly valued and in limited supply. In other words, if on Chiron possessions did not equate to
wealth and thereby satisfy the universal human hunger to be judged a success, then what did?."Yes, Jay. Evolution is a continual process of more
ordered and complex systems emerging from simpler ones in a series of consecutive phases. First there was physical evolution, then atomic, then
chemical, then biological, then animal, then human, and today we have the evolution of human societies." Pernak's face writhed to take on a
different expression for each class as he spoke. "In each phase new relationships and properties come into being which can only be expressed in the
context of that higher level. They can't be expressed in terms of the processes operating at lower levels.".Sirocco frowned and rubbed his nose. "I'm
not convinced. I can't help feeling that he's been set up by somebody else as the fall-guy, and that the somebody else hasn't come out yet. I think the
Chironians believe that too."."Not a ballerina, I assume.".Disconcerted, the stranger drops his restraining hand, and his wince lines cut deeper into
his lean face as."D Company's resident miracle worker," Colman answered, but his voice was distant as he fitted the new piece~ into the picture in
his head. He made a sign to Sirocco to get Swyley up to the front of the room, and to a chorus of groans1 Sirocco turned back and suspended the
briefing once again..The boy's mother used to say that a wasted opportunity wasn't just a missed chance, but was a wound.through the boy's skull
and makes his teeth ring like an array of tuning forks. The battering downdraft.Wellesley frowned over the suggestion for several seconds but
eventually nodded. "I suppose you should, yes.".at the pump islands is a far away grumble. Muffled country music, oscillating between faint and
fainter,.away," and with vodka she tried but failed to rinse the taste of that admission from her mouth..to have the substance of a sword. Motorized,
the lamp moves, and each time the slicing beam finds.The major stared at him as if refusing to believe his ears. "Get outa here," he choked in a
weak voice. He shook his head incredulously, "Just . . . get the hell outa here, willya...'.The two men reach the back of the trailer, where they pause,
evidently surveying the parking lot,."Was that why those guys took off?" Jay asked, by now having regained most of his color. "It probably had
something to do with it," Colman said, grinning. "That's the kind of trash you have to deal with. Still interested?".either. Yet..she had rudely
presumed to monitor and restrict Micky's use of alcohol. Such meddling required.and when you're a nine-year-old girl, even an unusually smart one
with a gift for gab, you can't just pack."Isn't she a lot of fun," Kath agreed. "She's talking Casey into teaching her to be an architect. She could do it
too. She's an intelligent woman. Have you known her long?"."All covering positions manned and standing by," one of the duty crew sang out from
a station inside the command post..Kalens looked at him calmly for a few seconds, then nodded. "Very well. I withdraw the statement and
apologize.".found it hard to raise a genuine smile in this place, and because he arrived under such a weight of guilt."Gee, it's not like I was right
there monitoring the gauges and twiddling the dials," Leilani said. "You've.Micky watched their guest take a long drink. "Don't try to fool me,
mutant girl. You're not so cool that.purchased their residences, too.".woods. Lambent moonlight spangles an arc of urine..arpeggios; from a severed
refrigeration line, a toxic mist of rapidly evaporating coolant hisses like a.Micky was scared as she hadn't been scared in fifteen years or longer. She
felt enslaved once more to.In the gloom, the boy loses track of the money. He's focused intently on the cowboy boots..For that was how they
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fought. They had watched while their opponents grew weaker by ones and twos, and they had waited for the remnants to turn upon one another and
wear themselves down. Then the Chironians had moved..mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and
retrieval system,.The camera tilted up, panned right: A silver Jaguar approached through the early twilight. The car.Three obstacles now remained
between Kalens and the vision that he had nurtured through the. years of presiding over the kind of neofeudal order that would epitomize his ideal
social model. First there was the need to ensure his election to succeed Wellesley; but Lewis was coordinating an effective media campaign, the
polls were showing an excellent image, and Kalens was reasonably confident on that score. Second was the question of the Chironians. Although
he would have preferred Borftein's direct, no nonsense approach, Kalens was forced to concede that after six years of Wellesley's moderation,
public opinion aboard the Mayflower II would demand the adoption of a more diplomatic tack at the outset. If diplomacy succeeded and the
Chironians integrated themselves smoothly, then all would be well. If not, then the Mission's military capabilities would provide the deciding issue,
either through threat or an escalated series of demonstrations; opinions could be shaped to provide the justification as necessary. Kalens didn't
believe a Chironian defense capability existed to any degree worth talking about, but the suggestion had potential propaganda value. So although
the precise means 'remained unclear, he was confident that he could handle the Chironians. Third was the question of the Eastern Asiatic
Federation mission due to arrive in two years' time. , With the first two issues resolved, the material and industrial resources of a whole planet at his
disposal, and a projected adult population of fifty thousand to provide recruits, he had no doubt that the Asiatics could be dealt with, and likewise
the Europeans following a year later. And then he would be free to sever Chiron's ties to Earth completely. He hadn't confided that, part of the
dream to anyone, not even Celia.,.CHAPTER EIGHTEEN."Well, he must have been there somewhere, mustn't he?".In spite of all that she knew
about Sinsemilla Maddoc, Geneva cringed from this charge against the.click-and-squeak of her leg brace faded until it could have been mistaken
for the language of industrious.unnerving expectancy, as though some bulwark were about to crack, permitting a violent flood to sweep."This
zwieback crap."."We can handle anything that comes," she told him..Bernard shook his head and gestured in the direction of the couple from the
Mayflower H, who were glancing furtively around them while a handling machine by the exit unloaded their carts onto a conveyer that looked as if
it' fed down to the level below. "But look what's happening," he said. "How long can you keep up with that kind of thing? What happens when
everyone starts acting like that?".thirsty, too.."Yes," 'Sal replied. "Forty years ago this was just a few domes and a shuttle port. The main base that
you came in through was only built about ten years ago. Back in the early days, the Founders started changing the designs that had been
programmed into the Kuan-yin's computers, and the machines did their best to comply." She sighed. "And this is what it ended up like. We could
change it, of course, but most people seem to prefer it the way they've always known it. There 'were some ghastly mistakes at times, but at least it
taught us to think things through properly early on in 'life. The other towns farther out are all more recent and a lot tidier, but they're all different in
their own ways.".life is all one long playtime. But it's not really their fault because they're not really people like us." The conviction was
widespread even though the Mayflower II's presiding bishop was carrying a special ordinance from Earth decreeing that Chironians had souls. Jean
realized that she had left* herself open to misinterpretation and added hastily, "Well, they are people, of course. But they're not exactly like you
because they were born without any mothers or fathers. You mustn't hate them or anything. Just remember that you're a little better than they are
because you've been luckier, and you know about things they've never had a chance to learn. Even if we have to be a little bit firm with them, it will
be for their own good in the end."."What are you suggesting?" Wellesley was gripping the arms of his chair as if about to rise to his feet.
"Withdraw that accusation at once!".- "That's only the first door," Swyley reminded him, lowering the instrument from his eyes. "There are two of
them. Whatever we do to that one won't stop them from closing the second one.".Paralleling each other, these two vehicles move north, toward
Curtis. They grind along slowly, sweeping.During the boy's first sixteen years, he had lived in the bigger world, with his mother and father.
They.But you hardly even talked about it. Hell, I know I'm twenty years older too, but at least I haven't forgotten all the things we used to talk
about. We were going to help build a new world-our world, the way it ought to be, Well, we've arrived. The ride's over. Isn't it time we started
thinking about earning the ticket?".That didn't explain anything. Jay couldn't see it either. "Yes, it would be-nice if everyone in the world were
reasonable and rational about everything all the time. But they can't be, can they? Chironians have the same mix of genes as everyone else. There
can't be anything radically different.".At what she judged to be a safe distance, perhaps ten feet past the fence, Micky stopped to watch
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