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Listening to him, Medra thought of how he and Anieb had walked in the dark and rain by the faint."Go on," the wizard said, and he went..Elehal.
But when I come back I'll stay. What I need to find I'll find here. Haven't I found it."You never sent to me, you never let me send to you, all the
time you were gone. I was just.every leaf of every tree on every isle of Earthsea! There is a pattern. That's what you must
look.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (11 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].all his life in the shipyards of Havnor, and knew he was fortunate. At least in daylight, when.his lips close to Otter's ear. "As they slaver, the
dross and stains flow out of them. Illness and.your risk in this venture?".He looked up into the darkness. After a while he moved his good hand a
little, and the faint light flowed out of it..the arts of magic..moment for me really to see the size of the hall. But was it all one hall? No walls: a
glittering."Lost with Ath when he went into the west," Crow said..After Maharion's death in 452, several claimants contested the throne; none
prevailed. Within a few years their struggles had destroyed all central governance. The Archipelago became a battleground of hereditary feudal
princes, governments of small islands and city-states, and piratic warlords, all trying to increase their wealth and extend or defend their borders.
Trade and ship traffic dwindled under piracy, cities and towns withdrew inside defensive walls; arts, fisheries, and agriculture suffered from
constant raids and wars; slavery, which had not existed under the Kings, became common. Magic was the primary weapon in forays and battles.
Wizards hired themselves out to warlords or sought power for themselves. Through the irresponsibility of these wizards and the perversion of their
power, magic itself came into disrepute..looks like nothing at all from outside, as you come to it in a dingy street; or you can go in the.for women's
tongues. The young heart rebels against such laws, calling them unjust, arbitrary. But.of harping. But what's that to a rich man?".chicken and fried
eggs, as she was often paid in poultry. The yard of their two-room house was a."Maybe things are, for women. But I...I can't be double-hearted.".He
left her at the comer of the street, a narrow, dull, somehow sly-looking street that slanted up between featureless walls to a wooden door in a higher
wall. He had put his spell on her, and she looked like a man, though she did not feel like one. She and Ivory took each other in their arms, because
after all they had been friends, companions, and he had done all this for her. "Courage!" he said, and let her go. She walked up the street and stood
before the door. She looked back then, but he was gone..arguments about it. He should have known better, after all this time, than to argue with
Silence.."There's bread," Ayo said, and Mead hurried to pack hard bread and hard cheese and walnuts into a pouch made of a sheep's stomach.
They were very poor people. They gave him what they had. So Anieb had done..worry," and got to his feet. "Rest easy," he said..After a long time,
she came back to the sunlight and the stableyard and her thoughts and puzzles. "But even if he's gone," she said, "surely some of the Masters are
truly wise?".within it. Then Otter could call to Anieb. At once she came into his mind and being, and was there.hollow cavern and the lode of
cinnabar..once," she said. "All that you say of yourself may be true, and may not. What can you tell me that.happened. I believe this isn't very
different from what historians of the so-called real world do.."I can protect you here, and have done so. On Roke, of course, you'll be perfectly safe.
The very walls, there...But if you go home, you must be willing to protect yourself. It's a difficult thing for a young man, very difficult -- a test of a
will that has not yet been steeled, a mind that has not yet seen its true goal. I very strongly advise that you not take that risk. Write your parents,
and go to the Great Port, or to Roke. Half your year's fee, which I'll return to you, will see to your first expenses."."I did fly.".The desire for power
feeds off itself, growing as it devours. Early suffered from hunger. He starved. There was little satisfaction in ruling Havnor, a land of beggars and
poor farmers. What was the good of possessing the Throne of Maharion if nobody sat in it but a drunken cripple? What glory was there in the
palaces of the city when nobody lived in them but crawling slaves? He could have any woman he wanted, but women would drain his power, suck
away his strength. He wanted no woman near him. He craved an enemy: an opponent worth destroying..silver buttons, a pearl-hiked knife, and a
square of Lorbanery silk. He sat in Hopeful and crooned.But when they came out into the daylight again his head kept on spinning in the dark, and
after a.want to know it.."I told them," he said, "that if they went out Medra's Gate this day, they'd never go back through.The man named Ged went
to him and took his hands, which were half stretched out, pleading..Wide steps ran down, silvery like a mute waterfall. The desolation surprised
me; since.What do I want? she asked herself, and the answer came not in words but throughout her whole body and soul: the fire, a greater fire than
that, the flight, the flight burning -.time, Medra was given a vision of magic not as a set of strange gifts and reasonless acts, but as.The Creation of
Ea contains no clear references to an original unity and eventual separation of.the tavern crew wouldn't let it rest, it being the only thing of interest
to talk about for the.NEONAX NEONAX NEONAX. These might have been the names of stations, or possibly of.found he could endure the music
if he was dancing to it and talking and laughing while he danced.."Because of children," I explained. "You can't raise children on such ships, and
even if.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (61 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].I looked at her, silent. The language had not changed so very much, and yet I didn't.He thought what he must do, and how he must do it. He
wasn't sure whether he had summoned her or.strange country under his feet: empty shafts and rooms of dark air in the dark earth, a vertical.will be
yours," he said, with an open laugh, so that Losen stared at him in a kind of horror,.reflections. "Come on, where are you?" I heard her whisper. I
saw only the pale smudge of her.Thirty years before, the pirate lords of Wathort had sent a fleet to conquer Roke, not for its wealth, which was
little, but to break the power of its magery, which was reputed to be great. One of the wizards of Roke had betrayed the island to the crafty men of
Wathort, lowering its spells of defense and warning. Once those were breached, the pirates took the island not by wizardries but by force and fire.
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Their great ships filled Thwil Bay, their hordes burned and looted, their slave takers carried off men, boys, young women. Little children and the
old they slaughtered. They fired every house and field they came to. When they sailed away after a few days they left no village standing, the
farmsteads in ruins or desolate.."She will when the time comes. But she has no part to play in your decision, Diamond. Women know.all the eastern
sky he saw the foam and spittle run scarlet from her mouth. Sometimes she clutched.Crow cocked his head..He stared..were coming over in a low,
grey mass..her hand on it. Everybody gasped and muttered, "Avert! Avert!" except Tawny's youngest daughter,.Otters uncle said, he kept the
shipwrights busy. They were grateful to have work in a time when.The Herbal, and I too, judged the Summoner dead. We thought the breath he
breathed was left from some spell of his own art that we did not understand, like the spell snakes know that keeps their heart beating long after they
are dead. Though it seemed terrible to bury a breathing body, yet he was cold, and his blood did not run, and no soul was in him. That was more
terrible. So we made ready to bury him. And then, by his grave, his eyes opened. He moved, and spoke. He said, "I have summoned myself again
into life, to do what must be done."'.To it he flew, and on it landed, and as he touched the earth he was a man again.."I think I do."."I won't be so
bold as to ask for a kiss," said Medra, "but an open hand, maybe?"."Learn your place, woman," the mage said with cold passion..All day he stayed
near the Otter's House, keeping watch on Irian, making her eat a little with.He pondered. All the time he was with Gelluk, he had tried to learn from
him, tried to understand what the wizard was telling him. Yet he was certain, now, that Gelluk's ideas, the teaching he so eagerly imparted, had
nothing to do with his power or with any true power. Mining and refining were indeed great crafts with their own mysteries and masteries, but
Gelluk seemed to know nothing of those arts. His talk of the Allking and the Red Mother was mere words. And not the right words. But how did
Otter know that?.Silence nodded, meaning himself.."Moo," said his guide, softly, and he saw the dim, small square of yellow light just a little
to.longer.".fountain. Only the Grove would stand. Only the green hill, silent, immovable. He heard Elehal say.hesitated, and in that instant Anieb
shouted in Otter's voice, "Tinaral, fall!"."He lay as if dead, cold, his heart not beating, yet he breathed. The Herbal used all his art, but.their magic
in prison cells, to gain nothing. There's no way to use power for good."."I guess he did. Another curer came up this way, a fellow that's been by
here before. Doesn't amount to much that I can see. He did no good to my cow with the caked bag, two years ago. And his balm's just pig fat, I'd
swear. Well, so, he says to Otak, you're taking my business. And maybe Otak says the same back. And they lose their tempers, and they did some
black spells, maybe. I guess Otak did. But he did no harm to the man at all, but fell down in a swoon himself. And now he doesn't remember any
more about it, while the other man walked away unhurt. And they say every beast he touched is standing yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there
in the wind and the rain, touching the beasts and healing them. And you know what the cattleman gave him? Six pennies! Can you wonder he was a
little rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself and then went on, "I don't say he's not a bit strange, sometimes. The way witches and
sorcerers are, I guess. Maybe they have to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they do. But he is a true man, and kind.".All the way down the
spinning, reeking stone stairs he talked, and Otter tried to understand,.ship's passage to the School.."I'm no good there, you see, Ged," he said. "I
am, here. If they'll let me do the work." He looked.variations on the old stone-hopping trick..many times. The cold and sluggish mind that had been
born in him that morning down in the sallows.saw, his hands held out before him, straining, parting: and the cliffs parted with them, and stood.In
return he told Veil and Ember about the mines of Samory, and the wizard Gelluk, and Anieb the."Once I was on the high slopes," Mead said, "and
a spring snowstorm came on me, and I lost my way. She came there. She came to me, not in the body, and guided me to the track. She was only
twelve then."."If he wants a party, he'll have it," she said. Their voices were alike, being in the higher register but dark-toned, and held to an even
quietness, contained, restrained. She perched on a stool beside his at the high desk..him. He drew closer to Irian. He felt the warmth of her body.
She stood staring, in that animal."And a man comes when you knock, an ordinary-looking man. And he gives you a test. You have to say a certain
word, a password, before he'll let you in. If you don't know it, you can never go in. But if he lets you in, then from inside you see that the door is
entirely different - it's made out of horn, with a tree carved on it, and the frame is made out of a tooth, one tooth of a dragon that lived long, long
before Erreth-Akbe, before Morred, before there were people in Earthsea. There were only dragons, to begin with. They found the tooth on Mount
Onn, in Havnor, at the centre of the world. And the leaves of the tree are carved so thin that the light shines through them, but the door's so strong
that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could ever open it. And then the Doorkeeper takes you down a hall and another hall, till you're lost and
bewildered, and then suddenly you come out under the sky. In the Court of the Fountain, in the very deepest inside of the Great House. And that's
where the Archmage would be, if he was there...".with raised sides boomed with laughter. People were being amused, but what was amusing them
-.hinge of the headlands above the city; the place of the fault. An earthquake centered there could.He knew that, knew it absolutely, though still he
tried to say spells, and raised his arms in the incantation, and beat the air in fury. Then he looked eastward, straining his eyes for the flashing beat
of the galley oars, for the sails of his ships coming to punish these people and save him..little to lose. The wise man and wise woman, trusted and
held in reverence, gave way to the stock.the cattle, the cattlemen will pay you, and you can pay me then. Call that surety, if you like..shore of Ilien,
taking what they wanted, and did the same on Vissti and Kamery, looting what they.carter to the forester. "Sweet as new butter, he is." Golden,
unaware of being sweet, thought only.only to make love you brought me here, Ivory," she said, "we can do that. If you still want to.".beautifully
styled, semitransparent, with .long, delicate arms. Without asking a thing, it passed.since last night. He knew also that in that same moment he
might defeat Gelluk, disempower him, if.straightened my sweater. Feeling stupid, somehow, with my hands empty. Through the open door.but
purposeful, down one of the tracks, and he went with her, a hand on her hip when the way was.will never return.".the riverbank in front of him he
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set a leaf-stem, a grassblade, and several pebbles. He studied."Nothing. I returned.".and when his son was born, the mother said, "We could call
him Chestnut, or Oak, maybe?" But the.red ridge of the mountain in the dawn.."What now?".There he was well received by King Thoreg, who,
after the shattering loss of his fleet, was ready."Gully," he named himself after a pause, and she thought it was a name he had made up to call
himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no distrust of him. She was easy with him. He meant no harm
to her. She thought there was kindness in him, the way he spoke of the animals. He would have a way with them, she thought. He was like an
animal himself, a silent, damaged creature that needed protection but couldn't ask for it..A young man in a grey cloak hurrying down the
passageway stopped short as he approached them. He stared at Irian; then with a brief nod he went on. She looked back at him. He was looking
back at her..you dream it to be, but that, too, you'd learn.".land to land." If he went along the coast of the Great Isle, in many of those villages he
might.Medra took her hand and put his forehead against it. Telling his story he had kept back tears. He could not do so now..Diamond's head and
sang themselves over and over: knowledge, or-der, and contro-----.....mother..in magic. Since the Kargs did not practice wizardry as the Hardic
peoples understood it, Intathin."He only taught me names.".a poor cart that goes only in one direction,".dragon are one." If human beings originally
shared that innate knowledge or identity, they lost it."You must find the true womb, the bellybag of the Earth, that holds the pure moonseed. Did
you know that the Moon is the Earth's father? Yes, yes; and he lay with her, as is the father's right. He quickened her base clay with the true seed.
But she will not give birth to the King. She is strong in her fear and willful in her vileness. She holds him back and hides him deep, fearing to give
birth to her master. That is why, to give him birth, she must be burned alive.".of the Dragonlords, as the tale goes on, the names and exploits of
these wizards begin to eclipse.and hull. Surely that was using the secret art to a good end? For harm, yes, but only to harm the."He lived here,"
Dory said, a glimmer of pride breaking a moment through her helpless pain. "The Mage Ath. Long ago. Before he went into the west. All my
foremothers were wise women. He stayed here. With them.".had told them that I would not be able to manage on my own? But how could that be,
when this.The danger in trying to do good is that the mind comes to confuse the intent of goodness with the.On the first of his voyages of finding,
Medra, or Tern as he was called, sailed northward up the Inmost Sea to Orrimy, where he had been some years before. There were people of the
Hand there whom he trusted. One of them was a man called Crow, a wealthy recluse, who had no gift of magic but a great passion for what was
written, for books of lore and history. It was Crow who had, as he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it. "Illiterate wizards are the
curse of Earthsea!" he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow was a strange man, willful, arrogant, obstinate, and, in defense of his passion, brave.
He had defied Losen's power, years before, going to the Port of Havnor in disguise and coming away with four books from an ancient royal library.
He had just obtained, and was vastly proud of, an arcane treatise from Way concerning quicksilver. "Got that from under Losen's nose too," he said
to Tern. "Come have a look at it! It belonged to a famous wizard.".they went on pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth.
They walked slower,.grazing on Iria Hill, the bronze crowns of the oaks. "He's very careful how he talks about the.had been waiting for me. I saw
her face now, the flow of sparks in the diamond disks that hid her.Writing is said to have been invented by the Rune Masters, the first great wizards
of the.In Veil's words he saw, all at once, the other side of Ember's impatience, her fierceness, her silences..them, not keeping them secret each to
himself, as the wizards do.".were drawn in Berila about twelve hundred years ago..astray. Up on the slope of the Knoll they could see a little group
of people: a circle of young."What afterward?"."Child, don't be ridiculous.".to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare
birds and four-legged."Are you there, my dear?" said the traveler. He spoke in the Old Speech, the Language of the
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