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Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and
easy be..Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for
excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.Now the king was a
very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings
of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow
dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without
questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the
pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without
mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me
women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb.
Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in
love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for
rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels
of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of
him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with
the like of these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".Then they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in
youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with
her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King
Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she
was even as saith of her the poet in these verses:.? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor
deny.Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour
and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and
indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er
Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and
Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with
the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was
Nuzhet el Fuad..So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for
this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five
hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is
greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.'
(208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its
price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?'
asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the
merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar,
here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even
as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..Third Officer's Story, The, ii.
137..? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth, and not in the
sky..? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..34. The Imam Abou
Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and
'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead..? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..My
fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not
be but in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness
is established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone
with her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the
All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to
mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and
tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the
young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and
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made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed,
nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the
draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me
and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the draper made his peace
with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was appeased. (60).37. Abou
Mohammed the Lazy ccc.Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on
thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie?
Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that
which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the
superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how
my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is
yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us
slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could
not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the
slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went
on before them and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence,
with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..WP="BR1">.It chanced one day
that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord
of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.'
Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.'
Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth
repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife
dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..Tuhfeh entered the bath,
after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other
jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that
bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else
had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and
gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which
should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till
presently sleep took her and she slept.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa.
Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..As he
was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him
cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he
fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with
Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir,
cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew
their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of
them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of
you will be saved.".? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain,
Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.Then he returned to the youth
and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said,
'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them
acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to
return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house
and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of
travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more
marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am
in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his
treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath
vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked
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him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and
pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as
often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..? ? ? ? ? How many a
mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress
dcccclxxxv.Women's Craft, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..?
? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..My heart will never credit
that I am far from thee, ii. 275..Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him,
threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into
a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode
perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great
village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case;
whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them
and they loved him exceedingly..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his
own cloak he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and
all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.So each of them fared on with that
which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of
travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er
Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they
agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other
farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that
he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met
in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and
other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..The Ninth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth
waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..It is told that
there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and
he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a
girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart
(254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH
WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a
trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved
ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and bowels tortured sore;
Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight
hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be
bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced,
till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men
and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to
thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and
found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself
to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had
betided him after her and wept sore..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at
every pore..She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a
Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to
him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with
him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most
High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and
there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was
assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who
buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou,
till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of
thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up
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the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed
(185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O
my lord, on this wise.'.?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the
husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy
woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the
villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole.
Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in
that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou
wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..?
? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the Persians, who was
passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was endowed
with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him, 'What
prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must I enjoy
thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king speaketh, for fear
of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went out, full of wrath,
and forgot his girdle in the place..Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.'
And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the
old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he
arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth
wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the
woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".When the townsfolk saw this,
they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of
Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from
you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that
thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not
over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over
her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His
perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her
prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all
countries..It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants
of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to
their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were
concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in
generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left
with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant
said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and
thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed
together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between
them..Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to
her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but
hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found,
I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what
is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage
saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the
Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged."
Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el
Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of
bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.As for
Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that
which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in
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quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she
abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and
make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she
needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her
with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..? ?
? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all
creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..'Know, then,' said
the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind,
one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such
an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I
will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and
the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and
there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife
dcccxciv.On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my
heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an
one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are
with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she
biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it
upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is
addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away,
leaving me in concern [on her account]..? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks
do overcloud! iii. 191..There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired
servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they
sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..Now he had a friend, who pretended to
quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know
him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and
thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their
[false] debts.'.? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..When I
came forth, I swooned away: so I sat down till my trouble subsided; then I made for my comrades and said to them, "I have found the booty and the
thief, and I affrighted him not neither troubled him, lest he should flee; but now, come, let us go to him, so we may make shift to lay hold upon
him." Then I took them and repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had tortured me with beating, meaning to make him taste the like of that
which he had done with me and lie against him and cause him eat stick. So we rushed into the water-wheel and seizing the keeper, pinioned
him..The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her
a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he
rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth
he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking
himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing
called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and
going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window
adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.When the king heard
this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery
from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).When the appointed day arrived, the chief
of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him,
and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round
amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from
concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he
said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.One day, he
went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was
fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature
and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his
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food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might
be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his
looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth
a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.?THE
SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..Then they betook themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of
solid stone and white plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two
serving-women to sweep and wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and
beat it down. When his wife saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me
to slay it with mine own hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her
eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and
wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she
died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by his wife's
commandment.".'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of
police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed
along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out
upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these
saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole."
"Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the
traveller said, "Take it.".The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at
that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the
Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the
semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of favour and
pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no fairer on
the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat down on
the chairs aforesaid..Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the
pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And
my branches turn back to it there..? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of
wonderment..? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..35. Isaac of Mosul's
Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.? ? ? ? ? e. Story of the Portress lxvii.21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? b.
The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before
the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and
perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of
Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she
looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a
glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her
from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set
apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of
kings' daughters..They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup
and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with
his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I
know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her
clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".EN
NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to
them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was
this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and
her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he
found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen
Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.So saying, he
went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his master, till he reached the palace, what
while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent
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for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my
place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and
the people of my household and the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak
thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience,"
(17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh
to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit
and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they
should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself and slept..166. Aboulhusn
of Khorassan dcccclix.109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced
him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a
prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the
king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder
prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to
him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of
his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his
dwelling..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the
incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks
degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was
familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over
falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and
their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the
Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the
planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty
degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of
the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and
the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he
suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case
This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God
the Lord Most High..13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci
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