Remains Volume 2

REMAINS VOLUME 2
As quick as a snake strikes, Vanadium was much closer to the bed than he had been when he tossed the coin, at Junior's side now, leaning over the
railing. "Naomi was six weeks pregnant.".Before the pianist could cry out, Junior drove him between the toilet and the sink, slamming him against
the wall hard enough to knock loose his breath and to cause the water to slosh audibly in the nearby toilet tank..He waited for Otter to nod, but
Otter stood motionless..Now, Obadiah produced a pack of playing cards as though from a secret pocket in an invisible coat. "Like to see a little
something?".The telephone rang, putting an end to their chat, but Agnes would remember the substance of it later that year, on the day before
Christmas, when Barty took a walk in the rain and changed forever his."She was a hero, just like you. I wanted you ... I wanted you to see her and
to know her name. Perri Damascus. That was her name.".After examining Phimie, who was nauseous, Daines prescribed an anticonvulsant, an
antiemetic, and a sedative, all intravenously..This bond between the Lampion and White families, which Grace had already heard about from Paul,
came as news to Celestina as much as to Agnes. It inspired more reminiscences of lost husbands and the wistful wish that Joey and Harrison could
have met.."After Elfarran and Morred perished and the Isle of Solea sank beneath the sea, the Council of the Wise governed for the child Serriadh
until he took the throne. His reign was bright but brief. The kings who followed him in Enlad were seven, and their realm increased in peace and
wealth. Then the dragons came to raid among the western lands, and wizards went out in vain against them. King Akambar moved the court from
Berila in Enlad to the City of Havnor, whence he sent out his fleet against invaders from the Kargad Lands and drove them back into the East. But
still they sent raiding ships even as far as the Inmost Sea. Of the fourteen Kings of Havnor the last was Maharion, who made peace both with the
dragons and the Kargs, but at great cost. And after the Ring of the Runes was broken, and Erreth-Akbe died with the great dragon, and Maharion
the Brave was killed by treachery, it seemed that no good thing happened in the Archipelago..He hurt too much to recover quickly and take
advantage of the woman's brief vulnerability. Clambering to his feet, he backed away from her and fumbled in a pocket for spare cartridges..It was
hard for him to lie. He thought he was awkward at it because he had no practice. Hound knew better. He knew that magic itself resists untruth.
Conjuring, sleight of hand, and false commerce with the dead are counterfeits of magic, glass to the diamond, brass to the gold. They are fraud, and
lies flourish in that soil. But the art of magic, though it may be used for false ends, deals with what is real, and the words it works with are the true
words. So true wizards find it hard to lie about their art. In their heart they know that their lie, spoken, may change the world..STILL WEARING
HIS white pharmacy smock over a white shirt and black slacks, striding purposefully along the streets of Bright Beach, under a malignant-gray
twilight sky worthy of a Weird Tales cover, with ominous accompanying rhythm provided by wind-clattered palm fronds overhead, Paul Damascus
headed home for the day..Leaving three of the pats in the container, he carefully placed the fourth on the vinyl-tile floor..So that my mind could
move about among the years and centuries without getting things all out of order, and to keep contradictions and discrepancies at a minimum while
I was writing these stories, I became (somewhat) more systematic and methodical, and put my knowledge of the peoples and their history together
into "A Description of Earthsea." Its function is like that of the first big map I drew of all the Archipelago and the Reaches, when I began to work
on A Wizard of Earthsea over thirty years ago: I needed to know where things are, and how to get from here to there-in time as well as in
space..Ten months later, he finally wore her down. She accepted his proposal, and they set a date for the wedding..On the sofa, Celestina finally
worked up the courage to dial her parents' number in Spruce Hills.."I do, don't I," Rena agreed, as with one plump hand she spread the pleated skirt
of her brightly patterned dress..By air from San Francisco south to Orange County Airport, then farther south along the coast by rental car, one
week in the wake of Paul Damascus and his three charges, following directions provided by Paul, Tom Vanadium brought Wally Lipscomb to the
Lampion house..Toward the front of the house, along a hallway suddenly as dark as a tunnel, toward a vague light in the seething gloom. And here
a window at the end of the hall..The dying-dove hands fluttered down Junior's arms, plucking feebly at his leather coat, and at last hung limp at
Neddy's sides..Junior put the money on the desk. "Then get into the records of Family Services.".He opened his mouth but stood mute. Raised his
right hand from his side. Worked his fingers in the air, as though the needed words could be strummed from the ether. He felt stupid,
foolish..WITH BRIGHT BEACH under assault by one miserable flu and by an uncountable variety of common colds, business was brisk this
Monday at Damascus Pharmacy..with an encircling and suggestive lick, and then licked his lips, too, when the cold steel slipped free of them..Otter
shook his head..He must be careful in his approach to her. He dared not rush into this. Think it through. Devise a strategy. This valuable
opportunity must not be wasted..Recuperating, he had plenty of time to practice meditation. He became so proficient at focusing on the imaginary
bowling pin that he could make himself oblivious of all else. A stridently ringing phone wouldn't penetrate his trance. Even Bob Chicane, Junior's
instructor, who knew all the tricks, could not make his voice heard when Junior was at one with the pin..Eventually Agnes came to suspect that for
all the pleasure the boy took in math and for all his aptitude with numbers, his greatest gift and his deepest passion lay elsewhere. He was finding
his way toward a destiny both more astonishing and stranger than the lives of any of the many prodigies about whom she'd read..Without the
pillow, she wouldn't have been able to lift her head to look toward the back of the ambulance..She asked Edom to stay in the main house, so Barty
wouldn't be alone while she visited Maria Gonzalez for an hour or two. He was pleased to oblige, settling down to watch a television documentary
about volcanoes, which promised to include stories about the 1902 eruption of Mont Pelee, on Martinique, which killed 28,000 people within
minutes, and other disasters of colossal proportions..At 3:3 1 A.M., even the early-winter dawn wasn't near, yet Junior was too awake to return to
remains-volume-2.pdf
Page 1/7

Remains Volume 2

bed. Though sweet, though melancholy, never ominous, the ghostly singing had left him feeling ... threatened. He considered taking a shower and
getting an early start on the day. But he kept remembering Psycho: Anthony Perkins dressed in women's clothes and wielding a butcher knife..He
knew what she made of it, all right, and he could see that the others on the porch knew as well, and likewise he could see that all of them wanted to
hear him confirm the conclusion at which Agnes had arrived long before he'd come here with Wally this evening. Even in the dining room, before
the proof in the rain, Tom had recognized the special bond between the blind boy and this buoyant little girl. In fact, he couldn't have arrived at any
conclusion different from the one Agnes reached, because like her, he believed that the events of every day revealed mysterious design if you were
willing to see it, that every fife had profound purpose..On a positive note, the apartment was heated by a gas furnace. A leak, a spark, an explosion,
and he would never have to see poor Agnes in her misery..He felt some guilt at this-but only a little. His sister had done much for him; but jobless,
ruled by his obsessions, hobbled by too much of his father's dour nature, there wasn't a lot that he could do for her. Just this benign deceit with the
cards..Clearly touched and intrigued, the magician nevertheless circled the offer in search of reasons to decline, before at last shaking his head
sadly. "I doubt that I'm the caliber of person you're looking for, Mrs. Lampion. I wouldn't be entirely a credit to your project.".But he was more
than she had ever imagined her boy to be, more than merely a prodigy..The poster announced an upcoming show, titled "This Momentous Day," by
the young artist calling herself Celestina White. Dates for the exhibition were Friday, January 12, through Saturday, January 2 7..The crazy bitch
wielded it with such ferocity that the force of the impact with the floor, rebounding upon her, must have numbed her arms. She stumbled backward,
dragging the chair, temporarily unable to lift it..Throughout the day, he tried not to think about the four knaves. But he was an obsessive, of course,
so in spite of all his trying, he did not succeed..He vanished through some hole, some slit, some tear bigger than anything through which Tom
flipped his quarters..Celestina had a delayed reaction to Barty's name. An odd look came over her. "Barty? Short for ... Bartholomew?"."If they
always go there, smoosh--smoosh, then you're going to wind up with one really fat finger." *.Too late, Paul thought of the one more thing he had
wanted to say. Too late, he said it anyway, "God bless you."."We've mapped three routes to the top," Angel said, "and each offers different
challenges. Barty's eventually going to climb all of them, but he's starting with the hardest."."It's a boy," Joey assured her, as though he had been
given a vision. Thick blood sluiced across his lower lip, down his chin, bright arterial blood. "Baby, no," she pleaded..The Beatles began singing
the number-one song, "I Feel Fine," as Junior turned off the county highway and followed the lake road northeast around the oil-black water. They
had two titles in the American top five. In disgust, he switched off the radio..Dessert was on the house. The waiter brought the four best items on
the menu, to spare them the need to make two small decisions after having made such a big one..Tom said, "Now I'm going to add a human touch
and a spiritual spin to all this. When each of us comes to a point where he has to make a significant moral decision affecting the development of his
character and the lives of others, and each time he makes the less wise choice, that's where I myself believe a new world splits off. When I make an
immoral or just a foolish choice, another world is created in which I did the right thing, and in that world, I am redeemed for a while, given a
chance to become a better version of the Tom Vanadium who lives on in the other world of the wrong choice. There are so many worlds with
imperfect Tom Vanadiums, but always someplace ... someplace I'm moving steadily toward a state of grace.".As kids-living in a house that was run
like a prison, stifled by the oppressive rule of a morose father who believed that any form of entertainment was an offense against God-they
conducted secret card games as their primary act of rebellion. A deck of cards was small enough to hide quickly and to keep hidden successfully
even during one of their father's painstakingly thorough room searches..He snatched up the wine list before she could look at it. "If you're paying,
then I'm ordering whatever costs the most, regardless of what it tastes like.".He went upstairs to change out of his dark blue suit and badly scuffed
black shoes..Judging by Grace's expression when Paul plucked the chest off the floor, he figured it was heavy. He had no way of knowing for sure,
because he was in a weird state, so saturated with adrenaline that his heart squirted blood through his arteries at a speed Zeus couldn't have matched
with the fastest lightning bolts in his quiver. The chest felt no heavier than a pillow, which couldn't be right, even if it was empty..Round of face
and round of body, Vinnie didn't walk like other men; he seemed to bounce lightly along, as if inflated with a mixture of gases that included
enough helium to make him buoyant, though not so much that he was in danger of sailing up and away like a birthday balloon. His smooth cheeks
and merry eyes left a boyish impression, but he was a good attorney, and shrewd.."Yes?" the silver-haired eminence replied, wrinkling his nose as
though he suspected that this customer would ask if the display pedestal was included in the price..The nurse noted that the maximum weight
capacity of the elevator allowed all of them to take the same cab, if they didn't mind being squeezed a little..Finished, Joshua excused himself and
went down the hall to his office. He was gone perhaps five minutes, and when he returned, he sent Barty off to the waiting room, where the
receptionist kept a jar of lemon- and orange-flavored hard candies. "A few of them have your name on 'em, Bartholomew.".If the ace of diamonds,
in quartet, must be taken seriously, then why not the rest of the draw?.No time for horror, disgust. Every second mattered now, and every minute
might cost another life..Obadiah tossed the pack of cards to Edom, startling him. "Son, you'll have to help me. My fingers have no finesse
anymore.".Angel liked to perch sideways with a drawing tablet in the window seat in Barty's room, look out at the oak tree from the upper floor,
and draw pictures inspired by things she heard in whatever book he was currently listening to. Everyone said she was a pretty good artist for a
three-year-old, and Barty wished he could see how good she was. He wished he could see Angel, too, just once..The two men detached and rolled
up the pleated green skirt that hung from the rectangular frame of the graveyard winch on which the casket was suspended. Green, rather than
black, because Naomi loved nature: Junior had been thoughtful about the details of the service..As he stepped out of the street, Don't Walk
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shortened to Walk, and when he checked for pursuit, he found it. Here came Vanadium, who would have been shivering in want of a topcoat if his
flesh had been real..Agnes Lampion would enthrall them, for hers was a life of clear significance. That they seemed equally interested in Paul's
story, however, surprised him. Perhaps they were merely being kind, and yet with apparent fascination, they drew out of him so many details of his
long walks, of the places he had been and the reasons why, of his life with Perri..The lunatic lawman was not at any of the tables. Junior was sure
of that, because indulging his appreciation for lovely women, he had roamed the room repeatedly with his gaze..Shivering, Junior slammed the
trunk lid and warily surveyed the lonely landscape. Black pines spread bristled arms through the charry night, and the moon cast down a jaundiced
light that seemed to obscure more than it illuminated..Minutes later, once more in a corridor conference with Dr. Daines, she was forced to temper
her new optimism..Junior assumed the dead girl had come from a family of stature in the Negro community, which would explain the stonecarver's
accelerated service. Vanadium, according to his own words, was a friend of the family; consequently, the father was most likely a police officer..In
Losen's service was a man who called himself Hound, because, as he said, he had a nose for witchery. His employment was to sniff Losen's food
and drink and garments and women, anything that might be used by enemy wizards against him; and also to inspect his warships. A ship is a fragile
thing in a dangerous element, vulnerable to spells and hexes. As soon as Hound came aboard the new galley he scented something. "Well, well," he
said, "who's this?" He walked to the helm and put his hand on it. "This is clever," he said. "But who is it? A newcomer, I think." He sniffed
appreciatively. "Very clever," he said..Dr. Salk returned the photos, put a hand on Paul's shoulder, and smiled. "But that's always the way, you see?
Heroes always get back more than they give. The act of giving assures the getting back.".On this morning in March, minutes after the pie caravan
had departed, Edom got his Ford Country Squire out of the garage and drove to the nursery, which opened early. Spring was drawing near, and
much work needed to be done to make the most of the rosarium that Joey Lampion had encouraged him to restore. He happily contemplated hours
of browsing through plant stock, tools, and gardening supplies..As a recreational site, Quarry Lake could be judged only a partial success. During
the mining operation, trees were cleared well back from the edge of the dig, so that much of the shore would be unshaded on a hot summer day.
And along half the strand, signs were posted warning Ungraded Shore: Immediate Deep Water. In places, where lake met land, the bottom lay over
a hundred feet below..Taking her silence for assent, Tom continued: "Your father is gone from here, gone forever, but he still lives in other worlds.
This isn't a statement of faith alone. If Albert Einstein were still alive and standing here, he'd tell you that it's true. Your father is with you in many
places, and so is Phimie. In many places, she didn't die in childbirth. In some worlds, she was never raped, her life never blighted. But there's an
irony in that, isn't there? Because in those worlds, Angel doesn't exist-yet Angel is a miracle and a blessing." He looked up from the city to the
woman. "So when you're lying in bed tonight, kept awake by grief, don't think just about what you've lost with your father and Phimie. Think about
what you have in this world that you've never known in some others-Angel. Whether God's a Catholic, a Baptist, a Jew, a Muslim, or a quantum
mechanic, He gives us compensation for our pain, compensation right here in this world, not just in those parallel to it and not just in some afterlife.
Always compensation for the pain ... if we recognize it when we see it.".the sentences. The substance of what she said and the tone in which she
said it were so perfect that it almost seemed as though an angel had relieved her of this burden by possessing her long enough to help her son
understand what must happen and why..Easter still lay a few weeks away, but already Celestina had begun decorating more than a hundred baskets,
so that nothing would need to be done at the last minute except add the candy. Her living room was a warren of baskets, ribbons, bows, beads,
bangles, shredded cellophane in green and purple and yellow and pink, and decorative little plush-toy bunnies and baby chicks..At the foot of the
bed: a cedar chest. Four feet long, two feet wide, perhaps three high. Brass handles..He prepared his knives and guns. Blades and bullets. Fortune
favors the bold, the self-improved, the self-evolved, the focused.."You'll do better away from the ships, all the fighting and raiding. The King's
working the old mines at Samory, round the mountain. There you'd be out of his way. Work for him you must, if you want to stay alive. I'll see that
you're sent there. If you'll go.".The sign promised topless dancers. Although Junior had been in San Francisco for over a week, he had not yet
sampled this avant-garde art form..Thunder less distant now. Around her-the crackle of police radios, the clang of tools being readied, the skirl of a
stiffening wind. Dizzying, these sounds. She couldn't shut her ears against them, and when she closed her eyes, she felt as though she were
spinning..Too much, far too much to contend with, and so unfair: finding the Bartholomew needle in the haystack, hives, seizures of vomiting and
diarrhea, losing a toe, losing a beloved wife, wandering alone through a cold and hostile world without a heart mate, humiliated by transvestites,
tormented by vengeful spirits, too intense to enjoy the benefits of meditation, Zedd dead, the prospect of prison always looming for one reason or
another, unable to find peace in either needlework or sex.."He came through the surgery well. He'll be in post-op for a while, then brought here to
the ICU. His condition's critical, but there are degrees of critical, and I believe we'll be able to upgrade him to serious long before this day is over.
He's going to make it.".Speaking of bosoms, everywhere in the loft were braless girls in sweaters and miniskirts, braless girls in T-shirts and
miniskirts, braless girls in silk-lined rawhide vests and jeans, braless girls in tie-dyed sash tops, with bared midriffs, and calypso pants. Lots of guys
moved through the crowd, too, but Junior barely noticed them..From a distance and through a scattering of trees, Junior wasn't able to discern much
about the other funeral, but he was pretty sure many if not most of that crowd were Negroes. He surmised, therefore, that the person being buried
was a Negro, too..From the bathroom, Junior gathered an electric razor and toiletries. He added these to the suitcases..If their relationship had not
been limited to a single evening of passion, if they had not been of two worlds, if she had not been underage and therefore jailbait, they might have
had an open romance, and then her death would have touched him more deeply..Wonderful. Oh, perfect. So Neddy, a friend of Celestina's, knew
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that Junior, reputed to be a vicious sadist, had attended this reception under a false name. If Junior really was a sleazy pervert of such rococo tastes
that he would be shunned even by the scum of the world, even by the deranged mutant offspring of a self-breeding hermaphrodite, then surely he
was capable of murder, too..A few attractive women were here alone, proof that social mores had changed dramatically in three years. Junior was
aware of their hot gazes, their need, and he knew that he could have any of them..He was about to go in search of the canapes when he half heard
one of the guests mention Bartholomew to the reverend's daughter. Only the name rang on his ear, not the words that surrounded it..Rena laughed.
"Oh, but true! And not just a garden. I'm a field of flowers!" She let go of her skirt, which shimmered like cascades of falling petals. "So tonight
will be a famous night, Celestina.".Footsteps in the hall drew their attention to the open door, where the surgeon appeared in his loose cotton
greens..Hisscus, Nork, and Knacker exchanged sharp glances, nonplussed. Finally, one of them said, "We couldn't do that, Mr. Cain. Not until
you've consulted an attorney.".Heinlein dreamed of traveling to far worlds. Prior to his death, John Kennedy had promised that men would walk on
the moon before the end of the decade. Barty wanted nothing so grand, only to read a few stories, to lose himself in the wonderful private pleasure
of books, because soon each story would be a listening experience only, no longer entirely a private journey..In his head, without apparent effort,
Barty kept a running total of the number of seconds that he had been alive, and of the number of words in every book that he read. Agnes never
checked his word totals for an entire volume; however, when she cited any page in a book that he'd just finished, he knew the number of words it
contained..Through tears, that night, she asked him if the commitment he was making didn't frighten him..The traffic light turned green. Now
onward home. Rolex recovered and bright upon his wrist, Junior Cain drove his Mercedes with a restraint that required more self-control than he
had realized he could tap, even with the guidance of Zedd..When the subject shifted to card tricks and fortune-telling, Maria admitted to practicing
divination with standard playing cards..Of all the kindnesses that we can do for one another, the most precious of all gifts-time-is not ours to give.
Bearing this in mind, Agnes did her best to guide her extended family through its grieving for Harrison and for Jacob, into happier days. Respect
must be paid, precious memories nurtured, but life also must go on..Victoria lived on the northeast edge of Spruce Hills, where streets petered into
country lanes. Here the houses tended to be more rustic, built on larger and less formally landscaped lots than those closer to the center of town,
and set back farther from the street.."And you're saying fear can fill his emptiness as well as sex or booze?" Kathleen wondered..He fished the
sound-suppressor from a jacket pocket, drew the pistol from his shoulder holster, and began to screw the former to the latter. He misthreaded it at
first because his hands had begun to shake..IN HOSPITALS, AS in farmhouses, breakfast comes soon after dawn, because both healing and
growing are hard work, and long days of labor required to save the human species, which spends as mu& time earning its pain and hunger as it
does trying to escape them..The barren white walls, the stark furniture starkly arranged, the rigorous exclusion of bric-a-brac and mementos: this
resulted in the closest thing to a true monastic cell to be found outside of a monastery. The only quality of the apartment that identified it as a
secular residence was its comfortable size, and if Industrial Woman had been replaced with a crucifix, even size might have been insufficient to
rule out residence by some fortunate friar..Dinner was cooking in the upper of the two ovens. He switched the bottom oven, setting it at warm, and
dropped open the door..Walking was part of a fitness regimen that he took seriously. He would never be called upon to save the world, like the pulp
heroes in the tales he enjoyed; however, he had solemn responsibilities he was determined to meet, and to do so, he must maintain good health..He
managed to hold the towel around his foot, but it grew dark red and disgustingly mushy..At 11:45, on her way to bed, Agnes stopped at Barty's
room and found him propped against pillows. The book was not particularly large as books went, but it was big in proportion to the boy; unable to
hold it open with his hands alone, he rested his entire left arm across the top of the volume.."It isn't just the rotten railing," Junior said, still paging
through the report, his outrage growing. "The stairs are unsafe.".In a few instances, when his suspicions were aroused in spite of their denials,
Junior tracked down their residences. He observed them in the flesh and made additional-and subtle-inquiries of their neighbors until he was
satisfied that his quarry was elsewhere.."Money's no object. I can afford whatever you'd like to charge. And I'd be a diligent student."
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