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weather was fair for once: a following wind, a blue sky lively with little white clouds, the mild sunlight of late spring. They made good way from
Geath. Late in the afternoon he heard the master say to the helmsman, "Keep her south tonight so we don't raise Roke.".why he tried to weaken her
faith in wizardry; perhaps because any weakening of her strength, her.Printed on narrow sands under granite cliffs, in the first light, were the tracks
of a bird."Of course," Golden said, pleased with his son's caution. He had thought Diamond might leap at the offer, which would have been natural,
perhaps, but painful to the father, the owl who had -- perhaps -- hatched out an eagle..students learning how to do tricks of illusion from the
sorcerer Hega of O; Master Hand, they.How long had he been standing here? Why was he standing here? He had been thinking about mud,.One
morning one of Alder's cowboys turned up in the front yard riding a horse and leading a.of flowers, which I inhaled eagerly. Cherry blossom? No,
not cherry blossom..After a little silence Otter said, "Thanks." And he looked up at Hound, one brief, questioning,.under him were wet, and groped
till his hand found water. He drank, and tried to crawl away from."I was born in Havnor and trained as a shipwright and a sorcerer. I was on a ship
bound from Geath.Maharion and Erreth-Akbe became "hearts brothers." They spent ten years together fighting the Kargs, whose occasional forays
from the East had in recent times become a slave-taking, colonising invasion. Venway, Torheven and the Torikles, Spevy, Perregal, and parts of
Gont were under Kargish dominion for a generation or longer. At Shelieth on Way, Erreth-Akbe worked a great magic against the Kargish forces,
who had landed in "a thousand ships" on Waymarsh and were swarming across the mainland. Using an invocation of the Old Powers called the
Waterlore (perhaps the same that Elfarran had used on Solea against the Enemy), he turned the waters of the Fountains of Shelieth-sacred springs
and pools in the gardens of the Lords of Way-into a flood that swept the invaders back to the seacoast, where Maharion's army awaited them. No
ship of the fleet returned to Karego-At..clamour and racket of barking that woke everybody for a half-mile round except the Master, sodden.Hound
nodded, as if its location was all that had interested him in Roke..the streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but this
quick water."I'm all right," she said..tongue moved. "Ayezur" he said..be trivial. He disliked the old man for that, and because he was unshakable.
He never praised.go "there and back again," and "there" is always the beloved familiar Shire. Don Quixote sets out.then stood with my clothes in
my hands, since there were no hangers; there was instead a small.And so I was reading old books, to learn when they ceased to come east of
Pendor. And in one I."You talk in a strange way. Where are you from?".Gelluk had made him foreman over the miners, Licky said, but he did no
work in the mine; the.survived were wise women and their children, who had hidden themselves in the town or in the.She pitied and honoured him.
She wanted to warn him of the peril he was in. But no words came to."He lived here," Dory said, a glimmer of pride breaking a moment through
her helpless pain. "The Mage Ath. Long ago. Before he went into the west. All my foremothers were wise women. He stayed here. With
them.".The belief that a wizard must be celibate was unquestioned for so many centuries that it probably."Or your library," said Tern, who had
become a subtler man than he used to be..can we not find the balance?".away -- that mysterious, dangerous, incalculable power against which
Golden's wealth and mastery.away from her in the running of the water, and she floated in delight in the caress of the stream,.and in its walls were
thin, crimson, crumbling beds of cinnabar... He made no sign. He thought.claiming lands and cities as his property. The warlords made those they
conquered slaves, and.the moment I stood before them and was opening my mouth to speak, I saw that she was eating.Songs and stories indicate
that dragons existed before any other living creature. The Old Hardic kennings or euphemisms for the word dragon are Firstborn, Eldest, Elder
Children. (The words for the firstborn child of a family in Osskilian, akhad, and in Kargish, gadda, are derived from the word haath, "dragon," in
the Old Speech.).to choose a sorcerer..How the man had escaped him, Early did not know, but two things were certain: that he was a far more
powerful mage than any Early had met, and that he would return to Roke as fast as he could, since that was the source and center of his power.
There was no use trying to get there before him; he had the lead. But Early could follow the lead, and if his own powers were not enough he would
have with him a force no mage could withstand. Had not even Morred been nearly brought down, not by witchcraft, but merely by the strength of
the armies the Enemy had turned against him?.When it came to teaching what he knew, he was tireless, generous, and exacting. For the first.right
away.".whatever he needed, but pay his way like an ordinary man. As Birch agreed with this, he had to.may well like their public name to be
ordinary, common, like other people's names.."Failed? Sent away? Ran away?"."The great lode?" Gelluk looked straight at him, their faces not a
hand's breadth apart. The light in his bluish eyes was like the soft, crazy shift of quicksilver. "The womb?"."I am," he said, his composure
regained..gigantic letters that flew above the sea of heads like rows of burning tightrope-walkers, the.cheese, roast kid, company," he
said..Something moved on one of the tracks, something big, dark, in the darkness..in the west, or Osskil in the north, but they did send explorers
out all over the Inmost Sea and.the gardens and the fields beyond them; beyond the fields were the high trees, and the swell of.experience, for all
the classes in the School cannot give a man the experience he needs to be a.crevasse. "Close, Mother! Be healed, be whole!" He pleaded, begged,
speaking in the Language of.hillside, and said he was buried deep under there. Early had no wish to exhume him. But the boy.because they all
needed what warmth there was to be got from the fire, but they did not want him.Dragonfly peered close at Rose's work. Rose brought out a
maggot, dropped it, spat on it, and probed again. The girl leaned up against the ewe, and the ewe leaned against the girl, giving and receiving
comfort. Rose extracted, dropped, and spat on the last maggot, and said, "Just hand me that bucket now." She bathed the sore with salt water. The
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ewe sighed deeply and suddenly walked out of the yard, heading for home. She had had enough of medicine. "Bucky!" Rose shouted. A grubby
child appeared from under a bush where he had been asleep and trailed after the ewe, of whom he was nominally in charge although she was older,
larger, better fed, and probably wiser than he was..when the group of thirty or more men came past the little house and approached them. They
were.They had let go of each other's hands.."Off you go, then," she said, "and leave us to settle this matter of the Rule." Her frown was as.came
together, so that the stars were visible only through their branches. I recalled that to reach.craft and power, even if that wizard was mad. If he had
any hope it was to play on his madness,.welcome. "Tell us how you came here.".Then Dragonfly came back to herself and called to Ivory and ran
down the hill to meet him. "I will."If you need to read the Mountain," his teacher had told him, "go to the Dark Pond at the top of."You and Broom
trade spells.".as ever..the butterfly fell to the ground, a fragment of brick..Diamond had no idea what to say. The idea of its being up to him had not
occurred to him. "Do you think I ought to?" he asked at last..movement of my nostrils, my heart working slowly, pumping blood; lights flickered in
the low.who brought us hope. A promise was made, made through me, I spoke it - "A woman on Gont" -I will.piratic warlords, all trying to
increase their wealth and extend or defend their borders. Trade.My experiences so far did not encourage me to accost passers-by, so at random I
followed a."But you can't hide true power," Medra said. "Not for long. It dies in hiding, unshared."."And how do you know it didn't?".As for Crow,
unable to part with the Book of Names even for a month, he sent for his own books from Orrimy and settled down with them in Thwil. He allowed
people of the school to study them, so long as they showed them, and him, due respect..Heleth"..She held up her first finger; raised the other
fingers, and clenched them together into a fist;.an eye for beauty, and liked to look at the old house dreaming away in the dappled light of
the.buzzed. I followed suit. A tickling wind blew on my fingers, and when I withdrew them, they."To come here," he said. He was beginning to
tremble less. His bare feet were a sad sight, bruised, swollen, sodden. She wanted to tell him to put them right to the fire's warmth, but didn't like to
presume. Whatever he was, he wasn't a beggar by choice..caught in that for a day and a night. When they got out, there wasn't another ship of all
the.What we know is the doorway between them."My place, then. It isn't worth taking a gleeder. It's nearby."."I won't be so bold as to ask for a
kiss," said Medra, "but an open hand, maybe?".wary of them, but he had never known one with skill and power equal to his own..It was Golden's
grandest party yet, with a dancing floor built on the town green down the way from Golden's house, and a tent for the old folks to eat and drink and
gossip in, and new clothes for the children, and jugglers and puppeteers, some of them hired and some of them coming by to pick up whatever they
could in the way of coppers and free beer. Any festivity drew itinerant entertainers and musicians it was their living, and though uninvited they
were welcomed. A tale-singer with a droning voice and a droning bagpipe was singing The Deed of the Dragonlord to a group of people under the
big oak on the hilltop. When Tarry's band of harp, fife, viol, and drum took time off for a breather and a swig, a new group hopped up onto the
dance floor. "Hey, there's Labby's band!" cried the pretty girl nearest Diamond. "Come on, they're the best!".She looked westward over the reed
beds and willows and the farther hills. The whole western sky was empty, clear. She stood still and her soul seemed to go into that sky and be gone,
gone out of her..go quickly, but she went steadily, her eyes fixed on the faint cart track they followed, till the.with a strap. When he got the
lathered, gasping mare to stand still, he saw the girl as beautiful."I have to have a single heart. I can't play the harp while I'm bargaining with a
mule-breeder. I can't sing ballads while I'm figuring what we have to pay the pickers to keep 'em from hiring out to Lowbough!" His voice shook a
little now, a vibrato, and his eyes were not sad, but angry.."I asked you not to," he said, "and it's not my need I spoke of. I talk enough for two.
Never mind. You'll know what to say when the time comes. That's the art, eh? What to say, and when to say it. And the rest is silence.".He was
fortunate in having met a farm heifer, not one of the roaming cattle who would only have led him deeper into the marshes. His Ulla was given to
jumping fences, but after she had wandered a while she would begin to have fond thoughts of the cow barn and the mother from whom she still
stole a mouthful of milk sometimes; and now she willingly took the traveler home. She walked, slow but purposeful, down one of the tracks, and he
went with her, a hand on her hip when the way was wide enough. When she waded a knee-deep stream, he held on to her tail. She scrambled up the
low, muddy bank and flicked her tail loose, but she waited for him to scramble even more awkwardly after her. Then she plodded gently on. He
pressed against her flank and clung to her, for the stream had chilled him to the bone, and he was shivering..After a long time, late in the afternoon,
old Hound came trudging up the valley. He stopped now.The light had come back into Diamond's dark eyes.."Yes," Tern said, "and I will till she
dies. And then I'll take her daughter to Roke. And if you want to read the Book of Names, you can come with us."."Anieb," he whispered, "conic
with me".From the breast of his robe he took a pouch of fine leather decorated with silver threads. With a delicate horn spoon tied to the pouch he
lifted the few drops of quicksilver from the cup and placed them in it, then retied the thong.."If he wants a party, he'll have it," she said. Their
voices were alike, being in the higher register but dark-toned, and held to an even quietness, contained, restrained. She perched on a stool beside his
at the high desk..the impression you wanted to ask about something else. . . ?".Religion was a unifying element even among the most warlike tribes.
There were hundreds of Truce Places on the Four Lands, where no warfare or dispute was permitted. Kargish religion was a domestic and
community worship of the Old Powers, the chthonic or gaean forces manifest as spirits of place. They were worshiped at the site and at home altars
with offerings of flowers, oil, food, dances, races, sacrifices, carvings, songs, music, and silence. Worship was both casual and ritual, private and
communal. There was no priesthood; any adult could perform the ceremonies and teach children to do so. This ancient spiritual practice has
continued, unofficially and sometimes in hiding, under the newer, institutional religions of the Twin Gods and the Godking..him I'd retire" he said.
"I think I'll do that myself.".Enlad to aid him, Morred turned and gave battle. The Enemy would not confront him directly, but.tasting. Deeper. All
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the way in. Not the veins, but the bones. So," and standing there alone in
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